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My Friends, 

XHE similarity of our circumstances, and the 
consideration that I am not unknown to you 
as an old convert — you see I am not ashamed 
of that name — a proselyte to the Christian faith, 
as it is professed in the Church of England, 
move me to address this Letter to you, trusting 
that God will enable me to give you some 
advice, that may help you in the trials which 
await you. 

I will not use the form of an oath in my 
assertion, that it is your spiritual benefit I have 
in view, and that nothing is farther from my 
thoughts and heart, than the wish to serve 
political purposes. But I consider every asser- 
tion made as in the presence of God equally 
binding with an oath, Imploring therefore, as 
I do, the Almighty's blessing upon the lines 
which I am about to write, I will not for a 
moment forget that the day is not far away, 
when I shall have to give an account, not only 
of the words which I shall address to you, but 
of the motives and views from which they 
proceed. 
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Though I cannot tell precisely the trials 
which your religious change is likely to bring 
upon each of you ; I can, with great certainty, 
foresee those which, more or less, await you 
all. One of the most painful will proceed from 
the best affections of your heart. Your nearest 
and dearest relations may still be alive, not to 
reproach you, (for the injustice of a reproach 
blunts its edge,} but to weep what they sincerely 
conceive to be your disgrace in this world, and 
your certain loss in the next. This is the 
bitterest of all trials. But, could the religion 
of Christ have been established unless multi- 
tudes of honest men, and passionate lovers of 
truth, had resolved through God's grace to 
stand this most severe temptation ? 

Not one of the apostles escaped the abuse of 
their nation, as deserters, (such and worse names 
they would give them,) as betrayers of the faith 
of their forefathers. But what is the meaning 
of these sounding reproaches ? Once establish 
it as a point of honour that no man should 
desert the faith of his forefathers, and you make 
out that we are descended from those who 
brought shame upon themselves and their pos- 
terity by — by what! — surely by giving up the 



worship of the heathen idols, and embracing 
the faith of Christ. Our ancestors deserted 
the faith of their forefathers ; they deserted the 
faith of their country ; they abjured the sacred 
names which their fathers invoked when they 
fought for the glory of their land ; they scorned 
the oaths on whose sacredness the ancient 
structure of their liberty was built ! ! ! Shame 
on the man who can use language which would 
give truth and force to all this ! Shame on him, 
who thus betrays his indifference to all religion, 
and his hypocrisy in the external profession of 
any one. 

But I should not waste so much time on the 
scoffers. My wish is to comfort you in regard 
to those who love you, and lament your change. 
Remember the words of Christ ; " If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea and his own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple." (Luke xiv. 26.) Now ob- 
serve the strong word hate, used by our 
Saviour. Could he, who, when nailed to the 
cross, and expiring in tortures, did not forget 
his mother— could such a tender and affectionate 
b 2 



Son command us to behave unnaturally to our 
parents ! Impossible. To hate, when applied 
to those dear relations, must mean a resolution 
which, from the superior love of Jesus, and his 
truth, will make us disregard their feelings 
as if we were indifferent to them. This we 
must do when we love them as dearly as 
ever: for mark, we are equally told that we 
must hate our soul, or life ; and, since no man 
can understand these words to the letter, neither 
should the like expression in the preceding part 
of the sentence be taken in a literal sense. 

Our Saviour's meaning is clear. When duty 
calls for the sacrifice of our dearest affections, 
we must appear to the world, and (what is 
infinitely more trying) we must appear to the 
persons nearest our hearts, as if we loved them 
less than they have a right to expect. What a 
martyrdom of the heart is this, my friends ! 
How much easier it would be to face a perse- 
cutor armed with torch and sword, than to 
withstand the entreaties of a parent, a wife, a 
daughter, or a beloved friend ! Mean indeed 
must be the heart which does not swell in the 
breast, when wanton oppression seems bent ou 






crushing it ; but that fortitude must be of 
heavenly temper, which can make it impene- 
trable to the tears of distressed affection. 

Be therefore upon your guard, and prepare 
yourselves against the seduction of kindness. If 
at times you should feel dejection and unhappi- 
ness stealing over you, do not imagine that, 
had you continued Romanists against the sug- 
gestions of your conscience, you should 
have escaped those feelings: or that, if, giving 
way to importunate entreaties, you were to 
relapse into the profession of your former errors, 
undisturbed peace of mind should be your lot. 
In such a case, believe me, you could never 
again take up the word of God in your hands. 
You would dread to look at a New Testament : 
you would be forced by your trembling con- 
science to confine yourselves to the detached 
portions of Scripture to which Rome, if she 
had dared, would long ago have reduced her 
Bible. You could never lift up the eyes of 
your soul to the Saviour, without hearing him 
say, " He that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me ; and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me, is not 
B 3 
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worthy of me." (Matt. x. 37.) Nay, your 
eyes would close away, with a blush, even 
from the face of those whose kindness had 
seduced you. The very affection for which 
you had thrown away your soul, would dwindle 
apace between lowered esteem, on the side of 
your seducers, and a growing suspicion on 
your part, that selfishness was the true spring 
of their tears. Strengthen then your souls on 
the side of Christian truth by prayer, and by 
the study of the Scriptures in the spirit of 
prayer. Persevere in the use of these means, 
and doubt not that peace of mind and 
assurance will come. It is truth alone 
that can make a man permanently happy. 
Whoever trusts any other foundation, builds 
on sand. 

I will not lay much stress on the losses, 
difficulties, and dangers to which your change 
may expose you. I know on divine authority 
that " God is faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able ; but will, 
with the temptation also, make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it." (1 Cor. x. 13.) 
But, to tell you plainly my mind, I would 



neither for myself, nor for any one I loved, 
wish that a change like ours should be exempt 
from all suffering, much less attended with 
complete prosperity. That Christian convert 
alone can be happy in the secret of his soul, 
who may say, " From henceforth let no man 
trouble me ; for I bear in my body the marks 
of the Lord Jesus." A loss sustained, an 
insult endured, or even the deliberate dispelling 
of those dreams of hope which hover about 
every man who devotes his best years to the 
qualifications required in an honourable path of 
life; these, at first bleeding wounds, and, after 
a time, visible scars, just tender to the touch ; 
these indelible marks of sincerity, should be 
dearer to us than all the honours and wealth 
which the world can give. Indeed they are so 
precious and invaluable, that we must be 
cautious lest we be found to love them for our 
sake, and not for the sake of him, who" endured 
the cross, despising the shame" (Heb. xii. 2.) 
You may however be blessed with this pure 
source of comfort, aud yet hear now and then 
a whisper of repining self-love, which will re- 
mind you of the enviable lot of those who 
having been born and brought up in the Pro- 
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testa m taitb, the genuine faith of the Gospel, 
have at once been put in possession of the pearl 
of great price, without the necessity of selling 
all they had to buy it. 1 do not deny that 
such a lot in life is most enviable. But let us 
not repine under the dispensations of a wise 
and benevolent Providence. It is possible — 
nay, is it not probable, that, from some pe- 
culiar dispositions of our hearts and minds, we 
should not have properly valued the pearl, for 
which we have given our little all ? O, my 
friends, my brethren, let us be thankful for the 
bargain, and careful withal, lest impatience 
and discontent make us lose both price and 
purchase in the end. 

But you will naturally ask, what you are to 
do in case your old notions should revive, and 
doubts should molest you with the fear whether 
you had sufficient reason to quit the Church of 
Rome. 

I will tell you, my frieuds, what you should 
do. Endeavour to understand clearly the main 
point of dispute between us and the Church of 
Home. We deny, it is true, a number of 
pretended articles of faith, which Rome has 
added to the doctrines of Christ. Yet if all 
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those articles, such as tnmsubstantiation, indul- 
gences, the necessity of confession, and so forth, 
were to be carried one by one in argument by 
the Romanists, (which is clearly impossible,) 
Rome would still be guilty of an atrocious 
usurpation, both in declaring itself the only 
church of Christ, and setting-up her word as 
equal, if not superior, to God's word, in the 
Scriptures. 

The great question between Protestants and 
Romanists is the settling the rule of faith. 
We declare Scripture to be that rule : they, on 
the contrary, pretend that Scripture is a mere 
dead letter, unless it be interpreted by their 
Church. I will not, however, repeat the argu- 
ments which contradict this assertion. You 
must have often weighed them before you left 
the communion of Rome. This only I wish 
you always to bear in mind ; the Romanist 
Church confesses, that the Scripture is, un- 
questionably, the word of God. Now if the 
Scripture be the word of God himself, nothing 
short of the clearest revelation could entitle the 
interpretations of sinful men (call them church 
or what you will) to an equality with the Bible. 
He, whose interpretation of the law must not 
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be questioned, should prove his right as clearly 
as the law-giver established his own j otherwise 
the law would have been given in vain, since 
the authoritative interpreter, the interpreter 
whose decision must not be contradicted, may 
make the law say what he pleases. The law 
of God had become useless to the Jews in the 
time of our Saviour, only because they sub- 
mitted to the interpretations of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, who claimed equal authority for the 
traditions of the elders, and for the word of God. 
" Thus have ye made the commandment of 
God of none effect by your tradition," (Matt. 
xv. 6.) said Jesus to those who might be pro- 
perly called the Jewish Romanists ; for no- 
thing can be more alike than their system, and 
that of Papal Rome. " Then came to Jesus 
Scribes and Pharisees which were of Jeru- 
salem :" now there come to us Bishops and 
Priests who are of Rome. The former asked 
why Christ's disciples transgressed the tradition 
of the elders by eating without purifying their 
hands ; the latter question the Protestant, the 
hearer of Christ in the Scripture, why he trans- 
gresses the tradition of the Popes, by eating 
flesh on Fridays. The answer to these modern 
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traditionisls should be framed according to that 
which the incarnate wisdom of God gave to the 
Jerusalem divines. " You make the command- 
ment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
By setting up your traditional interpretations 
as the light of the Scriptures, you make the 
sacred books your tools. The clearest declara- 
tions of the word of God are not able to stand 
the power of such interpretations : else, see what 
became of the commandment, Honour thy 
father and thy mother, through the authorita- 
tive comments of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
(Matt. xv. 3 — 6.) I will not, however, take upon 
myself to prove against you, that God has not 
given your Romanist elders and their traditions 
such power over the Scriptures. I call upon 
you to prove that he has. That fact you 
must prove as clearly, as it has been proved to 
me that I am bound to believe and follow 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, and the 
other writers of the New Testament. Through 
their writings I hear them speak every day and 
every hour. If I an> to turn away from them 
in order to listen to you; if it is my duty 
when they say white, and you say black, to 
take your sense as their meaning ; their whole 
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value depends upon what you are worth ; their 
inspiration is dross, if your infallibility be not 
gold." Now, in plain honesty, are Rome's 
claims to be the infallible interpreter of Scrip- 
ture, equally good with those of the Scripture 
to be God's word ? Have the Pope and his 
Bishops as good a title to declare to us what it 
is that the sacred writers really say, and what 
they ought to have said, though they said it 
not ; as those writers themselves had to declare 
the will of God to mankind? This is the case 
that the Romanists have to make out. If they 
fail, all their structure flies off in a cloud of 
dust. And how do they prove it ? I will give 
you the answer in a parable. 

There was in days of yore a man who 
travelled in search of knowledge to distant and 
unknown regions. In his pilgrimage he met 
with strange men and stranger customs ; but 
the most curious of all his adventures was this. 
He once had entered a new territory, and was 
approaching a large town which rose at a dis- 
tance ; when, just in the act of crossing what 
he imagined to be the first turnpike gate on the 
road, two men, one in black, the other in grey 
robes, stopped the way. He thought they came 
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to ask for a foot-toll ; but their demand was 
quite of another nature. One of them had a 
thick bandage in his hand; the other was 
furnished with a candle, some sealing wax, and 
a large seal. Ourtraveller asked the meaning of 
those implements, and learnt with astonishment 
that, by the law of the country, he must sub- 
mit to having the bandage placed over his eyes, 
sealed with the arms of the government ; and 
then give himself up to be led by the hand as 
long as he lived. If ever he attempted to 
remove the bandage, or was found trying to 
peep under it, the law condemned him to death. 
Justly alarmed at this statement, he was turning 
his back upon the strangers ; but they collared 
him, declaring that, as he had crossed the gate, 
he could not be allowed to return. 

As there was no hope of escape for the pre- 
sent, he humbly entreated to be informed, why 
he was to be deprived of the use of his sight, 
and kept, for lite, in darkness, under the flood of 
sunbeams which heaven poured daily upon the 
world. To this the eldest of the strange men 
made answer : " Many generations have passed 
away since the throne of this country was filled 
by a king, whose wisdom and goodness greatly 
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surpassed that of the wisest and best of men. 
This king had a minister, to whom lie gave a sur- 
name, which in the language of our forefathers 
signified Eyes. It happened on a certain day 
that the king, sitting in council with minister 
Eyes, and his other ministers, twelve in all, 
proposed a question, about which many things 
were said, but none to the purpose. Eyes, 
who certainly was a very quick and able man, 
observing the perplexity of his brethren in office, 
came forward with such a short and neat an- 
swer, that the king, to express his great satisfac- 
tion, broke out into these words ; ' Eyes, you 
well deserve the name you bear, for you are 
Eyes, and through your eyes shall all my 
kingdom see.' These words of our king we 
consider as the fundamental law of this realm ; 
and from them we conclude that it is the duty 
of the people to renounce their natural sight, 
and to see through the eyes which our king 
appointed for his subjects." 

Astonished at this account, and perceiving 
that the two strangers were not disinclined to a 
little more conversation, the traveller asked 
whether that great man, minister Eyes, was 
still alive. " No, no," replied the man in 
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grey, with a smile : " lie has been dead nearly 
two thousand years." "Indeed!" exclaimed 
the traveller ; " how then can he see for all 
the people here ?" " You seem, my friend," 
replied the man in black, " rather dull of ap- 
prehension. Do you not understand, that since 
Eyes was to see for all other men, some one 
must for ever occupy his place ?"' " Did your 
king say so?" rejoined the traveller. "Our 
king did not say any thing about the matter," 
answered the grey man, with rising anger, 
" but he could not but have meant it." 
" Allow me once more to enquire," said the 
traveller, " how is it you find a supply of 
successors to Eyes?" "We have some 
notion," said one of the turnpike men, " of 
the spot where it is said that he died. We 
accordingly choose one of ourselves to be 
E yes's successor; and when we have seated 
the person so elected in a chair on that very 
spot, we take him to be in every respect as 
good to see for others, as old Eyes himself." 

Here the unfortunate traveller lost all pa- 
tience. " So then," he cried, " I am to lose 
the use of my eyes, because you choose to 
understand literally a figurative expression, 
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which a child could not mistake. But what a 
huge mountain of suppositions and inferences 
you go on to raise on that contemptible ground ! 
Because your old minister had a penetrating 
understanding, and, while he lived, could be, 
what his master called him, the Eyes, that is, 
the guide, of his people ; you take upon 
yourselves to set up a succession of men, who, 
be they ever so dull and stupid, are yet to be 
recognized as Eves for all the world, and to 
have the right of blindfolding us all. But how 
comes it that neither of you wears a bandage ? 
" Your impudence deserves another kind of 
answer ; but I will bear with you a little 
longer," said the man in black : " there are 
many thousands like ourselves in this kingdom. 
We are Eyes's Eyes; and through us the 
people are to see all that old Eyes would 
see for them if he still were alive. But, as you 
wish to live," he added with great solemnity, 
" let me put the bandage on, and do not be 
obstinate about a point established beyond all 
doubt by that saying of our great king, Eyes, 
you are Eyes, &c. &c." 

Will it be necessary to make the applica- 
tion of the parable ? Had Christ called St. 



Peter the Eves of his Church, would it be more 
outrageous to compel every Christian to re- 
nounce the use of his eyes, and be led by some 
priest of the Church of Rome, than it is to de- 
mand the surrender of his understanding, because 
Peter's name signifying the same as Cephas, 
and Cephas meaning a Rock, Christ predicted 
the first rising of his Church upon Peter's preach- 
ing on the day of Pentecost, and availed himself 
of the signification of Peter's name to express 
his prediction in the figurative style of the 
Eastern nations ? Peter was a Rock, and his 
faith in Christ was made the foundation of the 
Church when he proclaimed it at Jerusalem, 
and converted about three thousand souls. 
But is it not a barefaced assumption to set up 
a succession of Rocks, or foundations, as if the 
Church of Christ was to be built anew every 
nine years upon an average ? Let the Church 
have been founded on the faith of Peter : we 
are willing to stand on that foundation ; but we 
will not be shifted from Innocent to Innocent, 
and from Leo to Leo, in a never-ending sue- 
cession. Even the fact of St. Peter's having 
been Bishop of Rome, is little more than a 
fabulous report ; ;it all events, it has no ground 
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in any one well-attested history. But where 
did Christ make any promise to Peter's suc- 
cessors, supposing that he had any ? The 
Romanists say, that Peter and Paul were the 
founders of the Church of Rome. But has 
Paul no successor? No; the Cardinals would 
not relish a representative of the apostle, " who 
was not a whit behind the very chiefest 
apostles," (2 Cor. xt. 5.) and who knew so 
little about Peter's primacy that he " withstood 
him to the face, because he was to be blamed." 
(Gal. ii. 11.) It makes one melancholy to see 
how easily a large portion of mankind may be 
driven like sheep by cries and empty sounds, 
without their ever looking behind, to know 
wherefrom the noise proceeds, or what it 
means. 

Look again, and again, my friends ; examine 
the flimsiness of the foundations on which an 
infallibility, which enslaves to its power the 
word of God himself, has been built. Con- 
template the source of that Papal power which 
has convulsed the world, which has opposed 
every step of the human mind, not in full 
accord with its views and interests ; which 
still keeps in degraded ignorance and willing 
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thraldom two of the finest and noblest races 
of mankind — the people of Ireland and Spain. 
Observe the speck which has grown into the 
thick clouds of superstition which hang per- 
petually over those two countries. Do this, and 
be ashamed. I myself will share the blush with 
you, at having been deceived by a sparkling 
bubble, whose most substantial part is air, and 
which vanishes at once, the moment you come 
near to examine it. I do not exaggerate when 
I say, that the ascendancy of the Romanist 
system, considering the part of the world where 
it has taken place, is, to my mind, one of the 
most humiliating events recorded in history; 
the system itself, one of the greatest insults put 
by designing and self-deceiving ambition upon 
whole nations: and since the only true religion, 
the only true revelation given to mankind, has 
been made the instrument, the cloak, the stalking- 
horse for this deception ; I must declare it the 
most impious practical blasphemy by which 
man ever dared heaven. 

There is a circumstance in this scheme of 
deception, which cannot be observed without 
indignation. The forgery of a bond, in order 
to gain possession of another man's property, 
c 2 
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is an enormous and odious crime. But how- 
would you describe the act of changing docu- 
ments, on which rested your highest privileges, 
into a title-deed of perpetual slavery both of 
yourselves, and your children, and your 
children's children for ever ? Now this is" 
the case between Rome and the Christian 
world. The New Testament, which is the 
charter of our spiritual freedom, has, by garbled 
statements, and the interpretations of a pre- 
tended infallibility, been made to support a 
system of worship and piety, which places 
men under a yoke much heavier than that of 
the Law which Christ died to remove. 

Read, my friends, the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians ; read it as if it had been addressed to 
you by St. Paul. Stop not at any partial 
obscurity which may stand in your way; hut 
endeavour to enter fully into the main object 
of the writer, just as you would if a letter of 
great importance had been put into your hands, 
having here and there some words not clearly 
legible, and a few sentences which you could 
not make out from the paleness of the ink. 
This is in general the true way of reading the 
Scriptures, but more especially the Epistles ; 
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which are real letters, addressed originally to 
the Christians of certain towns, and equally 
intended for all Christians in after times. Read 
then, as I tell you, the Epistle to the Galatians, 
and observe the drift of St. Paul's argument 
from beginning to end. Now see whether it 
does not amount to this. Christ has died to 
make you free from the law of Moses, which 
acted as a schoolmaster, or as a person charged 
with the government of those who, in disposi- 
tion, are children or slaves ; of those who do 
their duty like a task, and who, unless they 
have it minutely prescribed, and are kept to it 
by fear in every little instance, are sure to 
evade or neglect it. The grace or favour of 
God through Christ has made you free from 
the yoke of the law ; not, however, that you 
may have a liberty to sin; but that each of you 
may be in the condition of a son whom his 
father has taken from under tutors and school- 
masters, and raised to that manly freedom, 
which a son should enjoy in his father's house 
when he has arrived at years of discretion. The 
father has, indeed, put an end to the authority 
which the schoolmasters possessed over the 
c 3 



heir of his fortune while he was a child; be- 
cause now the young man, being fully aware 
of his father's will, may be left to the guidance 
of that knowledge, and of his natural affection 
to a parent who treats him so kindly. In 
regard to us Christians, (I proceed with St. 
Paul's meaning,) this adoption into the state of 
sons of God, and heirs of his glory with Christ, 
has been obtained by the death of the Saviour. 
If you firmly believe this, if you do not under- 
value the price that has been given for your 
justification, you will follow the example of 
Christ, and will regulate your conduct by the 
dictates of the love which he deserves from 
you. But if you do not think yourselves safe 
under this simple covenant of grace ; if you 
believe that you shall be safer still by the use 
of external rites and performances, which have 
been abolished, in order to impress mankind 
with the truth that the only way to God, and 
eternal life, is faith — faith which worketh by the 
love due to the dying Saviour, who is the 
author and finisher of that faith ; — you declare 
by your conduct that Christ has died in vain. 
As to myself, (he says,) " I do not frustrate the 
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grace of God : tor if righteousness come by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain." (Gal. ii. 
21.) 

Here your former guides will say, This does 
not apply to us : St. Paul speaks against the 
works of the law of Moses ; and with that law 
we have nothing to do." This however only 
shews how til they understand St. Paul. The 
holy apostle limits himself to the law of Moses, 
when he opposes any addition to the covenant 
of grace, because the Galatians were inclined 
to make use of that in preference to any other 
fanciful means of adding certainty and effect to 
the redemption which we have in Christ. Ob- 
serve, my friends, that the Galatians did not 
wish to become Jews : all they were advised to 
do by the false apostles was, to add some parts 
of the Mosaic law to Christianity. Now if 
any addition to Christianity could be deemed 
innocent, no rites or ceremonies had a higher 
claim than those which had proceeded from 
God himself. Yet, what says the apostle ? 
" Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be 
circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing." 
(Gal. v. 2.) Why? .Is circumcision a sin? 
c + 
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No: bur, after the death of Christ, whatever 
diminishes, or divides the reliance for God's 
favour, which we are bound to place on Christ, 
contradicts the Gospel, and implies that " Christ 
is dead in vain." 

This is the principle, my friends, on which 
I confidently make my stand, against all the 
Romanist divines, past, present, and to come. 
Apply this touch-stone to the creed of Rome, 
and you will find that all wherein it differs 
from ours; that is, all the doctrines peculiarly 
Romanist, are dross. Worse than dross, I 
should say; tor, according to the principle itself, 
whatever divides our faith in Christ, poisons 
the remainder of our Christianity. 

It is thus, my friends, that worldly wisdom 
is always sure to bring ruin upon itself, when it 
impiously attempts to improve the dispensa- 
tions of God. The Romanists in general, but 
more especially those who, in the midst of 
doubt, are anxious to save themselves from the 
painful step of changing their communion ; 
comfort themselves with the idea, that after all 
Roman Catholics are on the safe aide. If 
Protestants should be saved, they themselves 
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have made " assurance double sure:" it* Protest- 
antism be Christianity, Romanists have it all, 
and a great deal besides. 

I know of few absurdities that can be com- 
pared to this. Let me make it clear to you by 
a familiar example. Suppose a poor, helpless 
person is dying of a dreadful complaint. An 
eminent physician hears of his distress ; calls 
on him, and prepares a medicine, which he 
desires the patient to take, under a strong 
injunction to trust in it alone for life. In the 
absence of the physician, our patient begins to 
think on the prescription, and because it appears 
to him too simple, mixes it with every quack 
medicine that the neighbours recommend. 
Having swallowed the whole, he now comforts 
himself with the assurance that he is on the 
sate side. Why ? because he has mistrusted 
the physician, and divided his confidence be- 
tween the only man whose skill can save him, 
and the old women of the village. 

"O foolish Galatians!" (I am irresistibly 
impelled to exclaim with St. Paul,) " who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not obey the 
truth ?" O blind and deluded people ! how can 
you imagine that the eternal life promised to 



faith in Christ will be doubly secured by 
shewing and proving your mistrust, through 
the use of the fanciful ways of pleasing God, 
invented and set forth by Rome ? 

The Church of Rome makes the world ring 
again with the name of faith, whilst, were it 
not for the reformed Churches, few among 
those bearing the name of Christians would at 
this moment know the true meaning of that 
faith to which salvation is promised. Accord- 
ing to Scripture, he atone has saving faith who, 
fully persuaded that the Son of God died for 
him, repents the sins which, for his own part, 
caused the death of bis Saviour ; lets the love 
of Christ he the moral principle and rule of his 
actions, and relies for eternal life, in the most 
unqualified manner, on the merits of his death. 
In the sense which Rome has established among 
the great mass of her followers, he has saving 
faith, who acquiesces in a string of propositions, 
and takes them for the watch-word which con- 
nects his party. If any man joins in assent or 
dissent with that portion of the Romanist 
clergy which may happen to have the Pope in 
their favour, he is safe, he is within the pale 
of the only true Church. 
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Without this counterfeit of faith, the corrupt 
doctrines, and equally corrupt practices, of the 
Church of Rome, could never have struck root 
among Christians. How, for instance, could 
the invocation of saints have grown up under 
the influence of the true, saving faith of the 
Gospel ? If the reliance on Christ's blood, just 
described, had been known as the essential 
condition of our salvation, who could have 
been so blind as not to perceive, that a multitude 
of intercessors with God, must divide that re- 
liance, and consequently endanger our eternal 
happiness ? 

Allow me here to relate a conversation which 
an excellent friend of mine, who possesses in a 
high degree the talent of making the fallacy of 
an argument appear in a manner that the 
commonest understanding must perceive it, had 
once in a stage coach with a Roman Catholic. 
The latter was a good-natured intelligent farmer, 
who, as he stated, had been to pay the annual 
rent for his farm. Perceiving that bis travelling 
companion was a clergyman, the farmer entered 
without farther ceremony into a conversation 
on the differences between Protestants and 
Rome. My friend answered, at first, as if 



28 



wishing to cut short the conversation; and by 
this the farmer gained confidence. He asked 
my friend, to which of the Roman Catholic 
tenets he had the greatest objection ; and 
seemed surprised to hear that it was the invo- 
cation of saints. " I do not know/' said he, 
" why Protestants should particularly object to 
such a harmless practice. The saints, you 
yourselves confess, are beloved of God, and He 
certainly must be pleased when we put forward 
his most favourite servants to obtain for us 
what we deem ourselves unworthy to ask." 
" I believe," replied my friend, " I can help 
you to make your argument still clearer. You 
have been to pay your rent. Probably you 
know some old servants in the house of your 
landlord." " I do very well," (answered the 
Romanist;) "and now 1 understand what you 
mean. It is the very thing I would have said, 
had I thought of it before. If I had any favour 
to ask of my landlord, I am sure a good word 
from his old butler would not be lost upon him. 
Are not then the saints of more value in the 
eyes of God, than the best of servants to earthly 
masters ? I therefore see no harm in getting as 
many recommendations as I can, both tor this 



world and the next." " Has your landlord 
any children?" asked my friend: " No, Sir," 
answered the farmer. " Well then, suppose he 
had an only son, the heir to all his fortune, 
whom he wished to endear to his tenants : 
would you have gone to the servants for a 
recommendation, if you knew that your land- 
lord's son was always willing to shew kindness 
to his father's dependants, and had publicly 
declared that he would be their agent, their 
friend, and their advocate with his father?" 
" I do not know why I should not. Two strings 
to your bow, Sir, is a good old proverb." " But 
would the two strings hold together," rejoined 
the clergyman, " if the father had declared that 
he would have but one person to come between 
himself and his tenants, and that person must 
be his own son ; if he had often repeated that 
the only way to please him was to place abso- 
lute and implicit confidence in the only heir of 
his fortune ?" " That would alter the case," 
replied the farmer : " but surely you do not 
mean that God has forbidden our applying to 
him through the saints, or that we distrust our 
Lord when we apply to them for their prayers." 
" I wilt only refer you to St. Paul," (was the 
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answer,) " where he says, There is one God, 
and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus. If, therefore, you believe that 
this is a declaration which comes from God, 
you must allow that the safe way of addressing 
our petitions to the throne of grace is to make 
Christ our only mediator and advocate." 

There is, my friends, a very great danger in 
being wise in our conceits; a practical error 
which St. Paul forbids. (Rom. xii. 16.) The 
very soul of Christianity \s faith, or trust in 
Christ. Even were I to grant, that the addi- 
tions which Rome has made to our religion as 
it appears in the New Testament, had been 
fairly intended as external aids and supports to 
virtue ; that Church could not be acquitted of 
being anti-christian. Whatever diminishes our 
heartfelt trust in the mediation of Christ, is 
essentially anti-christian. Whatever divides 
our reliance for salvation between the Saviour 
and any thing or person however holy, en- 
dangers our saving faith. 

The shifts and turns of the Roman Catholic 
divines on this subject only shew the weakness 
of the unscriptural ground on which they stand. 
They will, for instance, deny that they acknow- 
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ledge any mediator but Christ, because (they 
say) the saints are heard tor Christ's sake. But 
let us, in the name of eternal truth, not deceive 
ourselves with empty words. Where will our 
feeling of reliance settle, but on those objects 
to which we habitually apply for relief, and 
which are uppermost in our minds, as being 
most apt to strike the imagination" ? Open the 
authorized Prayer Book of the Roman Catholic 
Church ; open that Breviary which is day by 
day, used publicly and privately by her clergy. 
To whom are addressed the innumerable collects 
it contains? " To God," says the Romanist, 
with an air of triumph. But is not some saint 
invariably put forward as an intercessor with 
God ? Is not the mind of the suppliant fixed 
on the saint, as the means to obtain the peti- 

* To compare the invocation of saints with the prayers 
which, on St. Paul's authority, we request from our 
fellow Christians, is an idle evasion. Are we in danger 
of taking our fellow mortals as our mediators, while we 
set them labouring under the weight of human corrup- 
tion? This interchange and communion of prayers, on 
the contrary, is highly productive of brotherly love, 
through the mutual acknowledgment of our spiritual 
dangers, and our common reliance on the Saviour. The 
saint, on the contrary, is soon raised by the imagination 
into an inferior kind of deity. 
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tion ? Here again the Romanist comes forward 
to remind us, that every collect ends with the 
words, "through Christ our Lord." But will 
any candid man deny that such words become 
a mere matter of form, when their true meaning 
has been put away, and turned aside from the 
attention by all that goes before ? 

1 open the Breviary, al random*' , md meet 
with the following collect : 

" O God, who didst prepare to thyself a 
pleasant mansion in the heart of the blessed 
Virgin Gertrude, mercifully wipe off the stains 
of our hearts, and grant that we may enjoy her 
company, through her merits and intercession : 
through Christ our Lord'." 

Is it not a mockery of common sense to 
assert, that a Church, which addresses God in 
this manner, acknowledges but one mediator, 
and the merits of but one Saviour ? Is there 



u It is a fact that 1 trusted to a chance opening of the 
Breviary ; such was my habituul certainty of finding a 
collect of this kind without any search. 

' Deus, qui in corde beats Gertrudis Virginia jucun- 
dam libi raanaionem pncparasti, ipstus mentis et inter- 
cessione, cordis nostri macula* clementer absterge, et 
ejnsdeiii tribue gaudere consortio. Per Dominuw nos- 
trum J. C. (ilium tuuni \e," 
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any 'meaning in the words of t lie collect, unless 
we understand that through the merits and in- 
tercession of St. Gertrude, God is besought to 
cleanse the heart from its stains, i. e. to remit 
its sins; and to bring the suppliant to the 
company of St. Gertrude, i. e. to heaven? 
What can be plainer, than that the Church of 
Rome teaches her members to rely for remission 
of sins in this world, and salvation in the next, 
on the merits and intercession of saints ? If 
this be not meant by such a prayer, (and all the 
Romanist prayers to saints are like this in 
sense, whatever be the change in the phrases,) 
if such a prayer does not set forth two me- 
diators and two saviours; words have no 
meaning in the mouth of Rome; two means 
one, in her dictiouary ; she has, indeed, carried 
transubstuntiation even into her language, and 
we must disbelieve our ears, as she wishes us 
to disbelieve our other senses. 

But I appeal, my friends, to your own past 
experience ; 1 appeal to the experience of every 
open-hearted person, who has been educated in 
the Roman Catholic Church. On that expe- 
rience I rely for the fact, that the first direction 
of the Romanist's mind, in fear or danger, is 
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not to God in Christ, but to the Virgin and the 
saints. Even the language of Roman Catholic 
countries attests this state of the mind, by the 
exclamations and oaths' 1 addressed to the Virgin, 
or the patron saint of the country, which 
are become almost essential to its idiomatical 
purity. 

To the same experience I appeal as to the 
effects of the worship of images. The Roman 
Catholic divines tell us, that the image is not 
prayed to, but the object represented by it. 
Yet I remember well, that, till at the age of six 
and twenty I emancipated myself from Roman- 
ism, though my mind was more capable of 
making those nice distinctions than that of the 
multitude, I preferred one image to another, 
and had more confidence in some particular 
picture, than in all other representations of the 
same saint. I did not address myself to the 



d The custom of swearing by llit Virgin Mary and the 
saints, is one of the strongest proofs of the spirit of real 
idolatry which the Church of Rome has produced among 
her members. " How shall 1. pardon thee for this? thy 
children have forsaken me, and nworn by them that are 
no gods." (Jer. v. 7.) The practice of making vows to 
the Virgin and the saints, is equally common; and the 
offerings, or exeotos, cover the walls of their chapels. 
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wood or canvass ; yet I felt as if the saint were 
particularly present in some mysterious manner. 
This after all is the most refined result of the 
Romanist worship of images. The worship of 
relics is still more apt to produce a similar 
deception ; and nothing can more tend to con- 
firm it, in both cases, than the grants of indul- 
gences constantly made by the Pope and his 
Bishops, conditionally on the act of praying 
before some individual image of the Virgin, or 
of some saint, and not to be obtained by ad- 
dressing the same prayer to any other repre- 
sentation of the same object. Surely the people 
must attach a peculiar veneration to the image, 
when almost invariably the privileged wood, 
stone, or canvass, is called in such grants of 
indulgences, the Miraculous image of such a 
place, to distinguish it from other images of the 
same saint or virgin, which have not exhibited 
any supernatural power. 

As to the Romanist doctrine of works; the 
Roman Catholic is told that he must complete 
his acquittal, and escape a certain portion of 
punishment which God will not forgive, except 
the forgiveness he purchased by such works, or 
by the interposition of the Pope's authority. 
v 2 
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The Pope (it is said) as the head of the Church 
has the key of a treasury of merits, consisting of 
those of Christ and the saints, out of which he 
may take what the repentant sinner requires, in 
order to escape the sufferings from which the 
blood of Christ would not save him, but for 
this Papal intervention. Such is the doctrine 
held by Rome. I will make no comments 
upon it ; but only ask, whether it is like that of 
the New Testament. The forgiveness which 
the New Testament announces to mankind as 
the " good news of great joy," that is, the 
Gospel, is an act of such mercy, as must com- 
pletely win the heart which firmly believes it. 
If a sinner, convinced that he lies under sentence 
of eternal death, is enabled by the grace of 
God to believe that the blood of Jesus has 
purchased a free pardon for him, will he not 
love that Saviour in proportion as he is sure of 
the fulness and truth of that wonderful redemp- 
tion ? Talk not to me, I will say to the Romau 
Catholic, of your love to Christ, compared to 
that which our Scriptural belief must produce. 
The pardon which your Church teaches you to 
expect, is a grudging pardon, unworthy of an 
incarnate God to die for. It is like saving a 
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criminal from the gallows to send him to the 
hulks. " If any man sin, (says St. John,) we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our 
sins." (1 John Si. 1.) " If any man sin, (says 
Rome,) let him go to a Priest for absolution, 
and the Priest will tell him what satisfaction or 
propitiation he is to make for his sins. Christ 
has saved the sinner only from hell, and that, 
provided he confesses to the Priest, and per- 
forms the penance imposed before absolution. 
Saving him from hell is all that the death of 
Christ will do for him. He must pay to the 
last farthing, in pain, unless the Pope shall 
allow the merits of Christ to have their full 
effect by means of a plenary indulgence." 

I shrink as if I was uttering blasphemy ; and 
yet I am sure I utter nothing but the doctrines 
of Rome. Who shall be made to answer before 
God for such awful corruption of the Gospel of 
his Son, such encroachment on the love and 
reliance which Christ claims from us by his 
dying on the cross to save us ; it is not for 
blind and sinful mortals to tell. We do not 
deny that Romanists may be saved ; they may 
be saved " yet so as by fire." They may be 



saved by God's peculiar mercy, in defending 
them from the conflagration of unhallowed fire, 
which their Church has raised on and around 
the cross of Christ. But woe to the carnal, the 
sordid mind, who, though more than suspecting 
the corruptions of Rome, and the poison of 
false doctrines, which she mixes with the Gospel 
by which we are saved, still comforts itself by 
the supposed double chance which the charitable 
opinions of Protestants seem to give him. 
Neither the proud sentence of damnation which 
Rome flings against us, nor the allowance 
which in a more Christian spirit Protestants 
conceive as likely to be made for the misguided 
Roman Catholic, can weigh the least in the 
presence of him who is to judge mankind 
according to the Gospel. Let not the calcu- 
lating Romanist ask of us whether the members 
of his Church can be saved. All that we can 
say with confidence is, that though the Christi- 
anity of Rome contains some of the essential 
doctrines of the Gospel without alloy, it strikes 
at the very heart of the Gospel, by the tra- 
ditional tenets in which she differs from us. 
Which or how many of her children will bt 
finally slain by the wound, though we see them 
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pining by millions, must be a secret, till the 
last day shall reveal the names of those who 
have holden " the mystery of faith in a pure 
conscience." 

That the Spirit of God may constantly assist, 
support, and comfort you, is the ardent prayer 
of, 

My dear friends, 
Your Protestant brother and fellow convert, 

J. B. W. 

Oxford, April % 1827. 



